Renal prostaglandins in systemic lupus erythematosus.
Inhibition of prostaglandin synthesis at the prostaglandin synthetase and phospholipase steps could account for acute changes in renal function which are sometimes induced in patients with systemic lupus erythematosus (S.L.E.) by nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs and high-dose corticosteriids, respectively. Renal function in S.L.E. patients seems to be more susceptible to inhibition of prostaglandin synthesis than in normal subjects. This susceptibility, in conjunction with increased urinary excretion of prostaglandin compounds, indicates that renal function in S.L.E. patients may depend on enhanced renal prostaglandin production for the maintenance of renal haemodynamics.